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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: DE-A-4032660 
D2: JP-A-402006685 

1. Document D1 (see page 3, lines 45-50; Examples, claim 1 and 2; page 4, line 36) 
discloses a filler (CaC03) containing paper further comprising a polyvinylamine 
polymer within the range claimed obtained by hydrolysis of N-vinylformamide 
comprising polymer, as a fixing agent. 

Claim 1 therefore lacks novelty; Art. 33(2) PCT. 

2. Dependent claims 2,3 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of claim 1 to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of inventive step, these features are general knowledge in the field. 

3. For the assessment of the present claims on the question whether they are 
industrially applicable, no particular reasoning would appear necessary to give. The 
industrial application would appear to be evident (Art. 33(4) PCT). 
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A method for the production of filler-containing paper by dewatering a pulp in the 
presence of a cationic polymer containing vinylamine units and a filler to obtain 
an ash content of the paper of 3-40 wt%, which is characterized in that 

(A) at least 0.0005% but less than 0.05%, by conversion to solids concentration 
in terms of the pulp, of a polymer obtained by 20 to 100% hydrolysis of the 
total formyl groups in a polymer having at least N-vinylformamide as a po- 
lymerization component is added to the pulp slurry as a fixing agent for 

(B) titanium dioxide and/or calcium carbonate. 

A method for the production of filler-containing paper according to Claim 1 , which 
is characterized in that component (A) and component (B) described in Claim 1 
are added to the pulp slurry such that the mass ratio of component (A) to com- 
ponent (B) is of proportions [component (A)/component (B)] = 0.001/100 to 
0.5/100 by conversion to solids concentration. 

Use of the filler-containing paper produced according to the method of Claim 1 or 
Claim 2 as a base paper for construction materials, India paper or tip base paper 
for cigarettes. 
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